Special Meeting of the Executive Meeting - I. Call to Order (Unique Morris-Hughes)

‘ ‘ District of Columbia Water and Sewer Authority

P [ Board of Directors

Special Meeting of the Executive Committee April 22, 2025 / 3:00 pm

Microsoft Teams meeting
Click here to join the meeting
Meeting ID: 296 222 010 89 Passcode: 4sg6Ng9r

Callin (audio only) +1 202-753-6714,,809425487#
Phone Conference ID: 809 425 487#

Call tO Order ... e e Unique Morris-Hughes, Chairperson
o] | 1 - | U Michelle Rhodd, Board Secretary
EXECULIVE SESSIONT ..ot vttt ettt erae e Unique Morris-Hughes

To obtain legal advice and preserve attorney-client privilege or settlement terms under
D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(4)(A)

AdJOUINMENT ..ottt e e e are e e s raa e e aaee e s Unique Morris-Hughes

This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints
arising under this meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov.

1The DC Water Board of Directors may go into executive session at this meeting pursuant to the District of Columbia Open Meetings Act of 2010,
if such action is approved by a majority vote of the Board members who constitute a quorum to discuss certain matters, including but not limited
to: matters prohibited from public disclosure pursuant to a court order or law under D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(1); terms for negotiating a
contract, including an employment contract, under D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(2); obtain legal advice and preserve attorney-client privilege or
settlement terms under D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(4)(A); collective bargaining negotiations under D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(5); facility
security matters under D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(8); disciplinary matters under D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(9); personnel matters under D.C.
Official Code § 2-575(b)(10); third-party proprietary matters under D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(11); train and develop Board members and staff
under D.C. Official Codes § 2- 575(b)(12); adjudication action under D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(13); civil or criminal matters or violations of laws
or regulations where disclosure to the public may harm the investigation under D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(14); and other matters provided

under the Act.


mailto:opengovoffice@dc.gov
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2Q0MDEyMmEtMzk2Yy00MDU0LTkxN2ItYWRlYTI5MDdkNjc2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%228d05cdc4-bf69-4e6a-b5d3-428050a7f00f%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22cdae62e1-eb4b-412d-9ed5-bd25cb50c418%22%7d
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Civil Division
Solomon Bayu
115 Victor Street, NE,
Apt 1
Washington, DC 20001
Plaintiff,
Vs. Civil Action No.: 2025-CAB-002040

District of Columbia Water & Sewer Authority (DC Water)

5000 Overlook Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20032
Defendant

SLIP AND FALL COMPLAINT
(UNPROTECTED SINKHOLE IN ROADWAY)

Plaintiff, Solomon Bayu, and by and through her attorney, John C. Duru, and demands damages
from the Defendant, District of Columbia Water & Sewer Authority(DC Water), and in support
thereof states as follows in support of this lawsuit:

That the Plaintiff, Solomon Bayu, is an adult citizen of the District of Columbia and resident
Washington, DC.

That the Defendant,District of Columbia Water & Sewer Authority(DC Water)., hereinafter
referred to as “DC Water,” is a corporation doing business in the District of Columbia, who
owned and/or managed the premises known as 100 Block of Victor Street, NE, Washington, DC.

That on or about May 3, 2022, Mr. Solomon Bayu was carefully and prudently operating his
vehicle when suddenly bcame upon a sinkhole at the said location and his vehicle was suddenly

submerged in the unprotected sink hole causing substantial property damage and severely
injuring Mr. Solomon Bayu. As a result of the injuries Mr. Solomon Bayu sustained, Mr. Bayu
received emergency medical treatment at an area hospital and he is continuing to receive medical
treatment.

At that same time and place, the sinkhole on the street was unprotected; the unprotected sinkhole
caused plaintiff’s vehicle to be submerged in the sinkhole, causing him severe injuries more fully

described below.

Prior to his vehicle being submerged, Plaintiff and other street users put the Defendant on notice
by informing the Defendant that the sinkhole on the street was unprotected where his vehicle
later submerged in the sinhole.

Solely as a result of the failure of the Defendant to properly protect the sinkhole, Plaintiff
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sustained serious and severe injuries to his person, including, but not limited to, the following
injuries: contusions to his right arm; fractured right wrist; soreness in right shoulder;
post-traumatic pain in right shoulder, arm, and wrist; anxiety; and other serious and severe
personal injuries.

Solely as a result of the injuries aforementioned, the Plaintiff has incurred damages, including:
Medical expenses; Lost wages; he has, may, and probably will for an indefinite time in the future
suffer great pain, inconvenience, embarrassment, and mental anguish;

he has, may, and probably will for an indefinite time in the future be deprived of ordinary
pleasures of life, loss of well-being, and equanimity; and his overall health, strength, and vitality
have been greatly impaired.

COUNT I: NEGLIGENCE OF THE DEFENDANT

The Plaintiff incorporates herein by reference hereto the allegations of the paragraphs above as if
'plore fully set forth herein at length.

|
The aforesaid incident occurred as a result of and was proximately caused by the careless,
negligent, grossly careless, and reckless conduct of the Defendant, DC Water., which consisted

inter alia of the following particulars:

Failing to properly supervise the 100 block of Victor Street, NE area in question so as to furnish
to the Plaintiff, Solomon Bayu, a safe roadway, free from hazards which were recognized or
should have been recognized by Defendant, DC Water, as causing or likely to cause the serious
‘ [physical harm to the Plaintiff, Solomon Bayu, and others; S

Failing to maintain the above street roadway in a safe condition to ensure that the Plaintiff would
not be caused to be submerged in sinkhole as a result of the harzard which existed and which
‘were known and should have been known to the Defendant;

Failing to properly inspect the roadway wherein the Plaintiff was caused to be submerged with
‘his vehicle as a result of not protecting the roadway;

’F ailing to maintain the roadway maintained by the Defendant in good and safe condition for the
Plaintiff and others;

! Failing otherwise to comply with the applicable laws and regulations of the District of Columbia
and the applicable Federal laws and regulations;

| Otherwise failing to exercise the degree of care required under the circumstances; and
- Otherwise being negligent.

' As a result of the aforesaid conduct and breach of care of the Defendant, DC Water, Plaintiff
sustained the injuries, losses, and damages which were more fully described above, without any
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negligence of the Plaintiff contributing thereto.

WHEREFORE: Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant of an amount greater than
$2,000,000.00 to be determined at trial, plus costs, pre-judgment interest, post-judgment interes,
and for any further relief that this Honorable Court deems appropriate.

Respectfully submitted,

fof otere € Dyeva

John C. Duru(Bar No.:438371)
601 Pennsylvania Avenue
Suite 900, South Building
Washington, DC 20004

(202) 462 7251

(202) 462 7254 (Fax)
Johndurui@aol.com

Attorney for Plaintiff.
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Superior Court of the District of Columbia
CIVIL DIVISION
Civil Actions Branch
500 Indiana Avenue, N.W., Suite 5000 Washington, D.C. 20001
Telephone: (202) 879-1133 Website: www.dccourts.gov

Plaintitt
VS,

Case Number  2025-CAB-002040

District of Columbia Water & Sewer Authority (DC Water)
Detendant

SUMMONS
To the above named Defendant:

You are hereby summoned and required to serve an Answer to the attached Complaint, either
personally or through an attorney, within twenty one (21) days after service of this summons upon you,
exclusive of the day of service. If you are being sued as an officer or agency of the United States Government
or the District of Columbia Government, you have sixty (60) days after service of this summons to serve vour
Answer. A copy of the Answer must be mailed to the attomey for the plaintiff who is suing you. The
attorney’s name and address appear below. If plaintiff has no attomney, a copy of the Answer must be mailed
to the plaintiff at the address stated on this Summons.

You are also required to file the original Answer with the Court in Suite 5000 at 500 Indiana Avenue,
MN.W,, between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Mondays through Fridays or between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon on
Saturdays. You may file the original Answer with the Court either before you serve a copy of the Answer on
the plaintiff or within seven (7) days after you have served the plaintiff. If you fail to file an Answer,
judgment by default may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.

John C. Duru Clerk of the Court Gl %
! Name of Plaintiit s Attorney I ;

601 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW By IR i
Address Deputy Clerk 1/
Suite 500, South Building, Washington, DG 20004 T ol e
| 202 462 7251 Dt /212025

Telephone
HERPE RTRE (202) 8704828 Veulllez appeler au (202) 879-4828 pour une traduction B b mifyt bii dich, hity goi (202) 878-4628

Ol MeEAMY, (202)870-4820 ML BIHEALMER eATHEY FOM ATMYTR (202) 8794828 REow

IMPORTANT: IF YOU FAIL TO FILE AN ANSWER WITHIN THE TIME STATED ABOVE, OR IF, AFTER YOU
| ANSWER, YOU FAIL TO APPEAR AT ANY TIME THE COURT NOTIFIES YOU TO DO 80, A JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT
MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE MONEY DAMAGES OR OTHER RELIEF DEMANDED IN THE
COMPLAINT. IF THIS OCCURS, YOUR WAGES MAY BE ATTACHED OR WITHHELD OR PERSONAL PROPERTY OR
REAL ESTATE YOU OWN MAY BE TAKEN AND SOLD TO PAY THE JUDGMENT. IF YOU INTEND TO OPPOSE THIS
ACTION, DO NOT FAIL TO ANSWER W1 Il TIME

If you wish to talk to a lawyer and feel that you cannot afford to pay a fee to a lawyer, promptly contact one of the offices of the
Legal Aid Society (202-628-1161) or the Neighborhood Legal Services (202-279-5100) for help or come to Suite 5000 at 500
Indiana Avenue, N.W., for more information concerning places where you may ask for such help.

See reverse side for Spanish translation
Vea al dorso la traduceidn al espailol

i CV-3110 [Rev. June 2017) Super. Ct. Civ. R 4
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TRIBUNAL SUPERIOR DEL DISTRITO DE COLUMBIA
DIVISION CIVIL
Seccion de Acciones Civiles
500 Indiana Avenue, N.W.,, Suite 5000, Washington, D.C. 20001
Teléfono: (202) 879-1133 Sitio web: www.dccourts.gov

contra
Nuimero de Caso:

|
?
| Demandante

Demandado

CITATORIO
Al susodicho Demandado:

Por la presente se le cita a comparecer y se le require entregar una Contestacién a la Demanda adjunta, sea en
persona o por medio de un abogado, en el plazo de veintiun (21) dias contados después que usted haya recibido este
citﬁtorio, excluyendo el dia mismo de la entrega del citatorio. Si usted est4 siendo demandado en calidad de oficial o
age‘nte del Gobierno de los Estados Unidos de Norteamérica o del Gobierno del Distrito de Columbia, tiene usted
sesenta (60) dias, contados después que usted haya recibido este citatorio, para entregar su Contestacién. Tiene que
enviarle por correo una copia de su Contestacién al abogado de la parte demandante. El nombre y direccién del
abofgado aparecen al final de este documento. Si el demandado no tiene abogado, tiene que enviarle al demandante una

copia de la Contestacion por correo a la direccién que aparece en este Citatorio.

‘A usted también se le require presentar la Contestacion original al Tribunal en la Oficina 5000, sito en 500
Indiana Avenue, N.W., entre las 8:30 a.m. y 5:00 p.m., de lunes a viernes o entre las 9:00 a.m. y las 12:00 del mediodia
los| sibados. Usted puede presentar la Contestacién original ante el Juez ya sea antes que usted le entregue al
demandante una copia de la Contestacién o en el plazo de siete (7) dias de haberle hecho la entrega al demandante. Si
usted incumple con presentar una Contestacién, podria dictarse un fallo en rebeldia contra usted para que se haga
efectivo el desagravio que se busca en la demanda. - "

SECRETARIO DEL TRIBUNAL

!
Non?bre del abogado del Demandante

Por:

Direccion Subsecretario

Fecha

Teléfono
MIBE, HITRE (202) 879-4828 Veuillez appeler au (202) 879-4828 pour une traduction Dé c6 mft bai dich, hlly goi (202) 879-4828

ARSI IR 202) 8794528 RERMRRMME PATICY P ACTTR (202) 879-4828 pRow

] RTANTE: SI USTED INCUMPLE CON PRESENTAR UNA CONTESTACION EN EL PLAZO ANTES
MENCIONADO O, SI LUEGO DE CONTESTAR, USTED NO COMPARECE CUANDO LE AVISE EL JUZGADO, PODRIA
DICTARSE UN FALLO EN REBELDIA CONTRA USTED PARA QUE SE LE COBRE LOS DAT:{OS Y PERJUICIOS U OTRO
DESAGRAVIO QUE SE BUSQUE EN LA DEMANDA. Sl ESTO OCURRE, PODRIA RETENERSELE SUS INGRESOS, O
PODRiA TOMARSELE SUS BIENES PERSONALES O BIENES RAICES Y SER VENDIDOS PARA PAGAR EL FALLO. SI
USTED PRETENDE OPONERSE A ESTA ACCION, NO DEJE DE CONTESTAR L4 DEMANDA DENTRO DEL PLAZO
EXIGIDO.

Si desea conversar con un abogado y le parece que no puede pagarle a uno, llame pronto a una de nuestras oficinas del Legal Aid
Socjety (202-628-1161) o el Neighborhood Legal Services (202-279-5100) para pedir ayuda o venga a la Oficina 5000 del 500
Indi‘ana Avenue, N.W., para informarse sobre otros lugares donde puede pedirayuda al respecto.

Vea al dorso el original en inglés
See reverse side for English original

3110 [Rev. June 2017] Super. Ct. Civ.R. 4
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Information Sheet, Continued
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