
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

District of Columbia 
Water and Sewer Authority 

 
Board of Directors 

 
Environmental Quality and 

Sewerage Services Committee  
Thursday, January 20, 2011 

 
9:30 a.m. 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Committee Members Present                  DC Water Staff Present  
David Lake, Vice Chairperson George Hawkins, General Manager 
Joseph Cotruvo Leonard Benson, Chief Engineer 
Howard Gibbs Randy Hayman, General Counsel  
F. Alexis Roberson Linda Manley, Board Secretary 
Paivi Spoon 
Beverly Warfield Board Member  
 David J.  Bardin 
 
   
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. David Lake, Vice Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m.  He 
noted that the first item of business would be an Executive Session which he 
hoped to limit to fifteen minutes, after which the Committee meeting would 
resume in open session. 
 

II. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Mr. David Lake, immediately adjourned to Executive Session and reconvened 
the open Committee meeting at 10:12 a.m. 
 

III. AWTP STATUS UPDATES 
 

1. BPAWTP Performance 
 
Mr. Aklile Tesfaye, Director of Wastewater Treatment reported that the plant 
achieved full compliance with all permit parameters for December.  Flow for the 
month averaged 276 MGD with no excess flow events.  Precipitation for the 
month, at 1.78 inches, was lower than the average for December.  Biosolids 
production averaged 1220 wet tons per day with most land applied.  BNR 
performance was good at a TN (total nitrogen) average of 4.0 mg/l, and the 2010 
twelve month total was 4.8 million pounds of nitrogen discharged; much better 
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than the permit goal maximum.  DC Water ended the calendar year with full 
compliance of its permit, so a NACWA award is expected. 
 
Mr. Lake pointed out the participation in professional conferences by Dr. Murthy 
and other staff, and it is a source of pride for him as a Board member that DC 
Water has such a prominent role in the industry.  A Committee member asked 
about the status of the Cedarville sludge storage site.  Mr. Tesfaye noted that the 
available storage capacity is 30,000 wet tons and it held 5,000 at the end of 
December. 
 
The Committee noted that some questions related to the pretreatment program 
were left open; Mr. Lake advised that an update will be scheduled in the next 
couple of months.  A Board member noted that there were ideas raised on 
related fees and recommended that Mr. Hoyt consider whether the fee 
discussion needs to come to this Committee. 
 

IV. EMERGING ISSUES 
 
1. Update:  Fresh Creek End of Pipe Trash Capture System 

 

Dr. Mohsin Siddique, Supervisor-Environmental Planning, reported on DC 
Water’s operational experience with a trash capture system manufactured by 
Fresh Creek Technologies.  It was installed as a pilot project on CSO 018 in 
2000, maintained by the manufacturer for a year and monitored by COG.  There 
was interest expressed in implementing this technology on other outfalls but 
suitable locations with the necessary water depth, accepting adjacent property 
owners, and adequate accessibility could not be identified.  The system has been 
kept operational by DC Water, and removes 300 to 500 lbs of trash per month.  
Dr. Siddique noted that Clean Rivers Project will divert trash from combined 
sewer overflows through the tunnel system to Blue Plains. 

 

2. Sewers Under Buildings 
 
Mr. David McLaughlin, Director of Engineering and Technical Services, briefed 
the Committee on an upcoming outreach activity to owners of buildings 
constructed over public sewers. During the development of the sewer system 
assessment, we identified over 1800 such structures. These sewers are to be 
inspected over the next 15 months.  Notification to 10,000 identified customers 
will be going out before the next Committee meeting. The Committee asked 
whether there are legal implications and appropriate easements.  Mr. McLaughlin 
stated that in most cases there are no easements.  It was suggested that the 
General Counsel look into the easement issue and the legality of properties over 
the sewers. A more detailed discussion of this topic is planned for inclusion in an 
upcoming presentation requested by the Committee on the sewer inspection 
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program, and further information on the customer outreach efforts will be 
provided to the Water Quality and Water Services Committee meeting 
immediately following this meeting. The Board member present requested that 
information on the makeup of customers involved (residential/other) be provided 
to the Retail Rates Committee.   

V. STATUS UPDATES 
 

1. Chesapeake Bay TMDL and DC WIP 
 
Mr. Leonard Benson, Chief Engineer, reported on EPA’s efforts to issue the 
TMDL for the Chesapeake Bay, which was finished in December.  Separately, 
the DC Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP) was issued by DDOE subsequent 
to public comment.  With regard to the TMDL, DC Water was successful in its 
technical comments to EPA with regard to nutrient loading, in that Blue Plains 
received an allocation that cannot be unilaterally taken away from Blue Plains by 
a jurisdiction for use elsewhere.  The Blue Plains Regional Committee would 
have to review and agree to any re-allocations.  The TMDL is now consistent with 
our NPDES permit.  We did not get language to guide permit writers as we had 
hoped for, however, there are no unanticipated financial implications resulting 
from the TMDL as issued.  Mr. Hawkins noted that these negotiations were very 
intense and ultimately very successful, as there have not been any protests of 
the permit. 
 
 

VI. ACTION ITEMS – JOINT USE 
 
Mr. Benson presented the following contractual action items for Committee 
review and discussed the scope of each.  The action items related to the 
proposed FY 2012 budget were deferred until later in this meeting. 
 
Joint Use: 
 

1. Contract No. WAS-0100020,  Ulliman Schutte Construction , LLC 
2. Contract No. DCFA #429-WSA; ARCADIS 

 
The first action item pertains to the second contract necessary to complete the 
ENRF project for NPDES permit compliance.  The second action item is for 
construction management services related to the biosolids management projects.  
Mr. Lake confirmed that the Committee agreed with forwarding both action items 
to the full Board for approval. Mr. Lake noted that the Committee would like to 
see the source of Federal funds (grant program versus congressional 
appropriation) noted on the fact sheets. 
 

VII. MAJOR PROJECTS STATUS UPDATE 
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In response to a Committee request at the last meeting, Mr. Benson discussed 
the status of the component projects that make up the Enhanced Nutrient 
Removal Facility, the Biosolids Management Plan, and the Clean Rivers Project.  
It was noted that we are receiving very favorable construction bids due to the 
local and national economy.  ENRF’s two contracts and the initial BMP contract 
received bids thirty percent lower than expected.  Basically we continue on-time 
and within budget on these large programs.  The Clean Rivers Project recently 
received proposals for the Blue Plains tunnel from the three competing teams.  
Easement negotiations with the District for the public space needed to construct 
and operate the tunnel have been difficult but it is expected that we may be able 
to make progress as the new DC administration gets in place.  A Board member 
suggested that a resolution be developed from the DC Water Board to the Mayor 
and City Council on this issue at the appropriate time. 
 

VIII. CSO REPORTING 
 
Due to time constraints, this topic was deferred. 
 

IX. BLUE PLAINS REGIONAL COMMITTEE 
 
Mr. Benson noted that decisions on cost sharing for multi-jurisdiction use facilities 
are defined in the IMA..  Mr. Hawkins noted that this is a fairly involved topic that 
could take far more than the time allotted in this meeting, and that the subject 
was added to the agenda based on changes to the cost allocation for the Influent 
Sewer Rehabilitation project. The fact sheet for the construction contract related 
to the first element of the influent sewers rehabilitation showed the standard 
“60/40” Blue Plains split. While this is true of the influent sewer system as a 
whole the near term construction work impacted components of the system that 
convey mostly District flow, as identified by the recently developed hydraulic 
analysis. Actual cost allocations for this project and other multi-jurisdictional use 
facilities will be made on the basis of the hydraulic analysis after agreement with 
the users.  
 

X. CIP-ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION 
 
Discussion took place regarding whether Board members’ approval of the CIP 
implied approval of project and facility cost allocations as presented in the CIP 
budget book.  It was determined that appropriate language should be added to 
the approving resolution to clarify that cost allocations shown were not being 
endorsed by the Board but would be subject to revision based on good 
engineering practice, accounting and legal compliance. Mr. Hawkins pointed out 
a concern that the resolution language before the Committee did not incorporate 
reference to the role played by the IMA in establishing cost allocations. The 
Committee agreed to modify the proposed language to read: “Any such cost 
allocations shall be subject to further revision based on good engineering 
practice, sound accounting methods, IMA and  other legal compliance or any 
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future determinations that the Board of Directors may make.” With the preceding 
changes, the Committee agreed to recommend the capital budget action items to 
the Board for approval.  
 

XI. CONSTRUCTION CHANGE ORDERS 
 
Due to time constraints, this topic was deferred. 
 

XII. COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE 2011 AND 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Ms. Manley reminded Mr. Lake that the Committee was required to approve the 
2011 schedule of Committee meetings.  Mr. Lake confirmed with the Committee 
that they concurred with the continuance of the current scheduling on the third 
Thursday of the month.  Mr. Lake then adjourned the Committee at 11:42 a.m. 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


