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Watersheds-As Small as a Footprint or as Big as an Ocean

A watershed is an area of land where all the water that is under it or flows over it collects in a single
larger body of water, such as a larger river, a lake or an ocean. Larger watersheds may contain many
smaller watersheds. For example, all of the land that drains to Rock Creek is in the Rock Creek

watershed while all of the land that
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All of the water in a watershed is connected, so it is vital that we all do our part to protect it. What you
do upstream can have serious effects not only on the water in your immediate area, but on the water
that flows downstream and the people that depend on it.

Answer the questions below based on the reading:

1. What is a watershed?
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2. “Water in the Potomac River, Anacostia River, and Rock Creek flows into the District
from outside jurisdictions.” Select the appropriate synonym to the word jurisdiction.
a. Body of Water
Region
Homes and Businesses
. Water treatment plant
None of these

. True or False? One jurisdiction can be a part of multiple watersheds.

The passage states, “The quality of water in the District is thus affected by activities
throughout the watershed.” Discuss how human activities can affect the quality of
water in the District of Columbia.

List the Watersheds to which Washington, DC belongs:
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Answers

What is a watershed? A watershed is an area of land where all the water that is under it or
flows over it collects in a single larger body of water, such as a larger river, a lake or an ocean.

“Water in the Potomac River, Anacostia River, and Rock Creek flows into the District
from outside jurisdictions.” Select the appropriate synonym to the word jurisdiction.
a. Body of Water
Region
Homes and Businesses
Water treatment plant
None of these

True or False? One jurisdiction cannot be a part of multiple watersheds. One
jurisdiction CAN be a part of multiple watersheds.

The passage states, “The quality of water in the District is thus affected by activities
throughout the watershed.” Discuss how human activities can affect the quality of
water in the District of Columbia.

Answers will vary—students should discuss that actions that harm the water in one place

upstream of DC can have a negative impact on the water we use each day.

List the Watersheds to which Washington, DC belongs:
1. Anacostia Watershed 2. Potomac Watershed 3. Rock Creek Watershed




